everything which relates to the clodo, in the eyes alike of the zoologist, the palaeontologist, and the natural-history litterateur. But, as Mr. Strickland justly remarks,"it seems certain that, from the greater length of the legs, and the less development of the beak, as indicated by Leguat, the dodo and the solitaire would be classed (according to the present standard of zoological characters) in two distinct genera.
" There is only one remarkable character in the skeleton of the solitaire, which seems opposed to the supposition that it belongs to a brevipennate bird. In ordinary birds the power of flying requires great size aud strength in the pcctoral muscles, and a largely developed keel upon the sternum for their insertion. But in the ostriches, where the wings are short and feeble, the pectoral muscles arc exceedingly small, and the sternum is destitute of a medial keel. Now in the sternum of the solitaire we find a considerably developed keel, such as would almost indicate volatile powers. The shortness of the humerus, however, no less than the positive testimony of Leguat, prove that the bird was wholly unable to rise from the ground. The presence of a sternal keel would therefore appear anomalous, were it not for a circumstance mentioned by Leguat, namely, that the bird used its wings for selfdefence, and was able to inflict considerable blows with these members, for which end a corresponding strength of the pectoral muscles, and enlargement of the sternal keel would be required. It is, moreover, evident from the figures handed down to us, both of the dodo and the solitaire, that the wings of these birds, though too short for flight, were yet considerably more developed both in size and structure than is the case in the struthionidae."
For having thus identified the bones brought from Rodriguez with the description and figure of Leguat, and determined their relation to the dodo, Mr. Strickland deserves, and we doubt not will receive, the cordial thanks of all who are interested in this department of zoology.
It is not easy to assign the exact period at which the solitaire became ex- Melville has introduced into the second part of the work, shall have rescucd these anomalous creatures from the domain of fiction, and established their true rank in the scheme of Creation." "We trust tliat our own diffusion of tlie information collected by Mr. Strickland, may contribute towards procuring him that which lie still desiderates.
